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P 8 AiM CLU I. 

t 

The Kf »g fiall rejoice in thy Strengtby 
Lord, e;(ceeditig ^lad /ball he he of 

thy Salvation, 
■ 

WHen the Minifter of the Queea 
CMddce was returniog from .^V* 
ruftAtmy and by a Divine Difpo- 
litioa, had St. FhiUi^ Afliftance 
ia the underflandin^ of the Prophecy of J/ti^ 
ab, his firft Qjieftion was, Of .„ ^ ^ 
whom ffttketb the Prophet this, ^^ ^ ^^ 
cfhif^elfor tffome other Mm f The fame En* 
quiry may be made, concerning the Words 
i have now read. Are they an Expreflion of 
the Pfalm^l's Gratitude to God ? Are they an 
Inftru^ion (o Solonum \ or are they a JPredi- 

ftion 
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Qioa of the Meffias ? The firft is agreeabte 
to the devout Temper; of DsvuTs Mud, and 
the ordinary Fragile of his Life ; the ieoood 
is Tuicdblp CO .his Taiernal AffcOSoU fixf bis 
SQ\f; and 'tb& laftjs qpcefli^y, to )\Ai&t t^e 
Extent of the Acknowledgment made at the 
4th Verle, He Mtked Ltfg ef tSee, at$i tbom i4- 
vefi him * lo»g Life, even for ever smd ever ; 
Wordst that onoot properly bdonf either 
to Ddvid, or any other Son or ^uoce^r of 
his, (ave only to him, who is alio the Soa of 
God. 

The Text theq^ nn^rftoodift.this compre- 
henfive Seoie, contains DavuCs pathetical and 
eififsppjary AcI(noviedgiiifSfit^;jBf th» dtuiifttd' 
Mencies of God, his IaAru£^on 10 S^iamoir, 
and his pious Joy at tho MiHibni of a Saviour ; 
all which he afcribes to the ^CrengdtistiMl Sal- 
vation of. the Locd^ which is the Sif^eif, as 
Joy add^ Gladnefs is the ^elf, the CooGde- 
I'ation of it had upon Davii^i Hart ; and 
thelb Two, t<^thfr with' fuch' Inferences as 
arife from them, win teaks the SubjjeGb of this 
Dil^urfe. 

Firil then, the Strength amf dalvatieki <of 
God is the Subjea of the PIalmift*s Me(l!ta> 
rion. *Tis not properly the Almighty Power* 
of God Dg-vid here conliders : but the G>m* 
munications of the Divine- Amftance tl)at had 
been vouchfafd to tumfelf, efpedaBy tif bis 
YublicH and Regal Station. Their can be 
-• no 



Anfftivcrfary Sermon, j 

Mflq^bt but h9 ha4 alio a due Seolb of t^ 
^vfwrable Influence of Prpvideace uppo hkti, 
dwrupg^ne Cpurie of bis private Life : For h^ 
ts^vfiudy a^^ds in devout Acknowleijgo 
WfiPtM or it; gracefully alcribtfig to Go^ bis 
VfKy Peiq& bis JStrooBcb^ and all the Faculties 
Mid ^odowip^Ats both or hi$ Miiid and Body* 
bil FfipKervation from bis Youth up; bis Dd»- 
W^ofi^ from ihe Paw of the Bear and the li. 
QAi/aed ^w(« tbe manv other Dangers^^md 
Cfinr^ef, hfi wps exposM to. He magnifies 
t\m prov(deQti^l Difjpofitioo by which be was 
brought to great Honour ; the Honour of be- 
iog a Saviour vxi deliverer to bis Native 
Coiuitry i ■ ancl tbenc9 by Degrees its King 
iLod $overeign» , 

, Bi«F tbeie> as much and as frequently as 
ijl^y are the Theme of bi« Meditations in o- 
tb«r Places* fc^m not to be io in this.' 'Tis 
tb9 King that c^ijoices here in my Texcj and, 
;i$ .the following Veri^ of this Pfalm make 
Proof, 'tis for Mercies and BleiTing^ for 
SItrength and Salvation, vouchfafed to him as 
jfuch; that is, be rejoices that God enabled 
}um by his Grace duly to execute bis Kiogly 
O0ice. 

Tliey that look only on the outdde of Roy- 
alty, the Splendor of Courts, the OblequiouH 
nei^ of Service, tlic Extent of Authority, and 
all that Magnificence that the Qpeen of Ske^A 
admir'd in Sohmn) might be apt to think, 
' great 
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great: Princes (I;ioaId rather be poflibisVl with 
an Opiniofi of Self-sufficiency^ tnan fenfible of 
the Need of adventiiiious Strength and Salviti- 
on. But Experience taught DitvU otherwife ; 
by wearing a Crown he felt its Wei^t, and 
by exercifing Power found the great Di^:cdty 
bf it, and the Neceffity tif Affiftance from 
Heaven, to furnifh him with Dicedtons foe 
the Government of his own Life^ with Dif- 
cernment in the Choice of his Servants, witb 
Wifdom in his Counfels, Prudence in the 
ConduQ, and Sucoefi in the Event of his Ba^ 
terprizes. 
He was too well read in humane Nature ai 

weH as Divinity, to be igno- 

tpolketh to direct his Stefs. He could not but 
know, that his Exemption from any earthly 
Coercion, by leaving him (b much in the 
Couniel of his own Will, exposM him to the 
Danger of being led into Error and Miftakes^ 
and confirmed in them by Flattery. He was 
fenfible, that God had cal?d him to Honour, 
to the end that he, by the Example of his Per* 
ibnal Piety, Juftice, and univerfal Integrity, 
(houM do Honour to God ; and that he could 
not better ftrengthen the juft Authority of his 
Government, than by his own regular Obedi« 
ence to the Laws of the Almighty Monarch 
of the World. 



He 
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Hb fimad alio in raipod of the Choice of 

hU Mtoifters tod Servaats, that the t^ece(fi« 

ties of Government requir*d a derivra tive 

Gommunication of Power from the Head to 

the Mifliflerial Part, aqd that the Happioefs 

of k confiAed very much in the fuitable A- 

bitineB and Qualificacions of tho(e that were 

to be entrufted. He was therefore to feck 

Men for Places, Men that fear'd God and 

dchewM Hvil,'th^ made it the great End 

and Aim of all their Senrice, to promote the 

Glory <^ God, the Honour of their Prince, 

and the oommon Good of their Countrey^ 

preferably to their own private Interelb and 

Advantages: Men, whole Endowment and 

Educationf whole Experience and acquired 

Abilities^ enabled them to (erve well^ and, 

vrhofe Fidelity to God was a fure Fledge of 

their Faithfulnefi to their Prince. This 

Cfaoioe he could not but obCerve to be of all 

odicr the moft difficult Part of the Regal 

Task, and Succefi in it the moft evident 

Froof of A^iftance from above. For without 

thatj it furpaffes the Power of human Wif- 

dom, to diftinguifh between cfic Good and 

Evil that is in Mens Preteniions. He that 

learcheth thd Heart, can only know with 

Ceruinty what is in ir, and whether the 

Candidate for Employment be a Hu(bsi or 

an JihiUfbeL To this End therefore DmU 

netded Strength from God, sis aHb in order 

to 
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to diftinguiih between the good and bad Per- 
formances of thofe he had chofen ; between 
jaft Compliance and fordid Flattery ; be- 
tween Zeal and Prefomption ; between Stca- 
dinefs and Obftinacy ; between feign'd Pre- 
tences and real Services ; in all which Cafes 
Mifl:akes are dangerous, and Diicernoient dif- 

ficult. 

It would be endlefs to enlarge upon the fe- 
vcral Branches of the Regal Office; in all and 
each of which, it was obvious to Holy Dd^ 
wdy that He only by whom Kings reigo^ caii 
enable thera to rule well ; can infpire them 
with Principles of Juftice, fupply them with 
Rules of Prudence, temper their Minds with 
proportionate Degrees of Clemency and Se- 
verity^ fubdue their Paflions under the Domi- 
nion of Reafbn, dired their Retblves^ and 
profper their Undertakings. On the other 
.Hand, 'tis He only can encline the Hearts of 
thofe that are to be governed, to fuch an aw- 
ful Reverence and RefpeS: to their Superi- 
ors, fuch a due and uniform Obedience to 
their Commands, as ihall render the 3cepter 
rather an Ornament of Royalty, than an 
Enfign of Power; make it light ii^ the Hands 
of the Prince, and the Weight of it unfek 
upon themielves. Or when that Refped and 
Duty is impaired ^ and Men are running 
blindly upon their Ruio, he only 7 who Ail- 
ieth the raging of the 9ea^ can ceftrain the 

Mad* 



Amiverfary Sermon. I j: 

Aladaels of cHe People, and ouc of the higlr 
eft Ferm^nc of Diftra£t:ions produce aa har- 
monious Order. Nay, even when Govern* 
ment is peageably fettled, his provident ia/ 
Care is aeceflary to prefer ve thofc eflabllQi-- 
cd Felicities, that Men naturally, when Icfc 
to th^mfelves, are not more dedrous to ei> 
fyy^ than prone to frulttiate and bereave them- 
lelves of. 

And as in all thefe Cafes, he needed Strengtfi 
frtom Heaven to enable him to be a Worker 
together mth God^ whofe Vicegerent he was^ 
to promote his Glory, maintain his own Ho- 
nour^ and provide for the Happinefs of his 
People ; ib in a fpecial Manner did he ftand 
in need of the Salvation of God, to preferve 
him againft the ill EfFeds of thoie manifold 
Dangers that environ'd him on all fides, and 
but too ordinarily attend a Crown. The 
Senfe of all which he pathetically exprtiles in 
l^f^m 9^. 17. If the Lord had not helped me: 
it had not fdiled^ hut my Soul had been fut to Sh 
lence. 

And therefore fropa^ hence it follows in the 
2.d Place, that David being under fb great a 
Coavi£lion of the need he had of Strength 
and Salvation from God, could not but, ac- 
cording to his Profeilion in the Text, rejoice 
and be; exceeding glad under the daily Expe- 
deoces of the Diviue Afliftance. And of this 

B 3 he 
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he has given fuch ample TeftiAloQies in die 
facred Writings of hi$ Compofiire, that&afot 
all A3ioQ or Circutnftance of his life bat 
^fcapM his Remark, or faiPd of beil^ fCgi- 
fterM as an Inftance of his Joy ifl the Lnrd. 
nts Profpericy or Advcrficy ;* hi$ Health or 
Sickoefs; his perfonal Affiidions or the pub* 
)ick Calamities ; the Obedience or RebdlkM 
of his Subjeds ; the Faithfuloefs or FaUhood 
pf his Servants ; his Vi^ories or Di&ppoint* 
imcnts ; the Approbation of his Fiety, of the 
Pardon of his §ins ; in all thefe Cafes^ or 
whatever clfe happened to bim> he ocrcifiv'd 
the gracious Hand of God, and rejcxcd id tt ; 
iind that Joy flowM out, not only ia the ver- 
bal Retributions of Pmife and Thankfgi- 
ying, but in an pnwearted Zeal to render 
Vinto the Lord all the real Returns that Ho- 
fnanity could be capable of ; the Sacrinoe of 
k broked Heart and ooiitrice Sptrk for his 
Offences, the Incenle of Holy ffajrers, the 
In^uence of his good Example, Mtd a fingu- 
lar Care for the Temporal Felicity of chs 
People conunitted to his Charge, whom he 
p,, ■ fa with nfsithfid and trwe Hearti 

bis Paver, ' 

But above all, his great Badeatours to 
promote the Glory of GmI are the beft Proof of 
his Gratitude to him. Herein he is a BK)ft iltu« 

ftrtousi 
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ftrknis, an almoft ioiinitable Pattern of religi- 
ous Zttal* View the Bxoefs of his Joy, buc, 
vicvr ifc with more ioiDariialByes than jliS^W 
did, ac fetiching home the Ark| and proyidins 
A Reftiog-plaoeTor it. Ttus firft Inflanoe^ 
lus Care for Religioa, was the firft Confe* 
qneoOc of his being iettled peaceably upon 
the Tfacoae ; and the next was the Defign of 
building a Teoople^ of which he fiam'd fxt fiu- 
pendous a Flan, as would have difcourag'd 
tht Uodoitaki^ in any; buc a Soul full of 
2eil 4nd fuU of God. ^feverthele(s out of tho 
Spoils of his Eoeniies, the Prefents of ha 
Frieduis, bis publick Revenue, his own and his 
Subyeds Bounty, be was enabled* and livM 
SO mdoe Pcoviuons for that great Charge, to 
make dsBin in Tuch abundance, as if his Trea* 
fures had not been digged out of the Bowels of 
the Earth, but that the Lord had open'd the 
Wiadowa of Heaven, and rained tbera down 
upon hip. Add to this the enttre Aenovati- 
an^oDd Re^ftabiilhment of the State of Religi* 
pas . Worlhip in that Nation, the r^ular 
Diftcibution of near Forty Thoufand Levitts 
fa mintfter about Holy Things i and above 
all Dsvid's own Compofipoas of ib.maoy 
jP&lms and Hymns, which from that time be* 
caaae, and to this Day connnue to be a jMrincip 
pal Flart of the publick Liturgjyes of the Syna« 
gogue. 

May 
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May \«^ BOt alio ttke into this Aocouat D^r 
trie's great Tender nefi for Perfoos ftampM 
with a Sacred aq^ Regal Charader* Sg»l had 
perficuted him with all Outrage, and after his 
^ Deatb his Son Ifik^b^ wi^d lug 
z Sara. J. I- jfT^^ ^>jj David ; yet becaufe one 
of them was, and the other was efteem\i to be 
the Lord's Anointed, he twice, with great Ve- 
neration, fparM the Life of the former^ and 
revenged the Death of both* ^ 

What has been faidy tho** with great Dilad- 
vantage to fo noble a Subjed^ may fiifEce to 
Ihow, ' that Holy David was convinced both 
of the Need and Benefit of Strength and Sal- 
vation from Heaven ; and that in the Courfe 
of his Life and Adions he made good his Pro- 
feflion in the Text^ viz. he rejoycM and was 
glad in it. 

And now the Inferences I muft crave leave 
Co draw from this Royal Example, will take up 
the remaining Part of this Difcourfe ; of which 
the firfi: (hall be, and I may hope to make 
it in this Audience without any blame of Pre* 
fiimption. 

That it is the Duty of the greateft Princes 
to afcrib« unto the Strength and Salvation of 
God all the good Succefs of their Qovernmenr, 
a4id to make fuch conftant Returns of thankful 
Joy, as may enfure the Continuance of thole 
Bleffif>gs. 

The 
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The fecond is. That it is the great Happi> 
nels of a Nation to be under the Governmeni: 
x>f Princes thus pioufly difpos'd. 

The iirft of tbefe Inferences, namely, the 
Duty incumbent on Princes to imitate Ddvid^ 
Hxample, has for its Foundation, as before has 
been hinted^ the great Weight of the Regal 
Care, and the utter Infiifficiency of mere hu- 
man Abilities in the Exercife of it. It would 
be but a very fliort and imperfed Account of 
this great and extenftve Task, to tell you^ 
that the Glory of God is to be promoted, Juftice 
admiaiftred, Innocency prote£ked. Vice fup- 
preisM, Induftry encourag'd. Peace and Plen- 
ty provided for at home. Safety abroad ; the 
Veneration due to Majefty maintained, the A'* 
mity of Friends cultivated^ and the Machina- 
tions of Enemies fruftrated : Of all which 
Performances each prefeot Age takes account, 
either to the Encreafe or Diminution of AfFe- 
£^ion and Loyalty, and Pofterity with yet 
more freedom fixes lading Marks of Honour 
or Blame upon the Memory of Princes ; fo 
that they become either Bleflings or Blemiihes, 
not only to the Times they live in, but to 
•fubfequent Ages. But the mofl: important 
Confideration of all is, that a Day is appoin- 
ted, wherein all thefe Matters will be (cannM 
•and determine by an unerring Jud^, who 
will render to every Man^ and to eviery de- 
gree of Men, according to their Works, 

and 
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and tcpoidiag to "the Fruit of tboir do- 

And who then, or wbn it fiaifiti'* fat ^t 
thifigt i Sureljr not the Coowtb Pditkfas of 
Fiaud and Treachery, not the moft refimM 
Arts of impofiflg upon the World, not die 
FrincifJcs of bouadlefi Ambitiaii, «*"«'^«*niir 
Pride» and itdatiaUe Avarice i For dtefib are 
tmt fliorc-liv'd H^aris efDMrknefsf and as iboa 
as they are oqiosVI to the Li^ and die D^, 
they {prod lofeOioo upon their Anthon, 
Itilaft their Reputation, fuppknt dittr H 
and leader man. as hateful to all, as diey 
terrible to many. It nu^ tbeMfive jiuUy be 
efteem'd a fiire Frelage of Ruia and MisfecM 
cnoeS) when God is eschnfed out of ^ 
Coniofels of Pdnoes; and inftead of his Strengi^ 
.the Egfftuut Bjuis of finful Expedients are 
a(^y^ to ; Escpedients, that may (enrc per* 
lups a preCbnt Turn, but render fotuce Re- 
medies ftiil leis and le& eflSbflualy and at 
hft impra^licabler And that this flioa'd be 
^^ has pot only its Realbn in the Nature 
t& the thing, but in the Juftioe of God, in 
order to vindicate his Supreme Domi- 
nion, and to convince the World, that his 
All-feeing Providence is conoernVi, that the 
Wicked be 4a Ujt tdken im theit am Netty ^ 
kmfneri m fht tr^ijf Wilhrfs tbet tbejf Uve 

But 
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But on the other fide, not only in the 
Condu£k of a private Life, but of Govern- 
ment alf<^ The P4th of the Jufi ^^ ^ ^^ 
is MS the fifimng Light whteh fin- 
meth more mJL mare unto the nrfeSt D«y. In the 
Ways of God every Difficulty m Govern- 
laent furmounted, is a fure Guide and Dirfri 
aion for future Succeis. Every virtuous Afti- 
on has a direft Tendency to add a new Lu- 
flre and Support to the Throne, a new En- 
creafe of Loyalty in Subjefb, of AflPeaion in 
Friends, and Terror in Enemies ; and more 
than that, is a new Pledge of the Divine Fa- 
vour and Affiftance. Juftly therefore does S<h 
lomon advife. Commit tbj Works unto ^^ ^^ 
the Lord, Mud ttff Thoughts jhtU be '. , 

efiM^'^d, Aa upon fuch Principles, byfuch 
Means, and to luch Ends as God approves, 
and then what is done, is his Work, and 
his never faiUng Promife and Veracity is en- 
gaged to crown It at laft with Succefi here, 
at leaft with an eternal Weight of Glory 

hereafter. . 

My feoond Inference is. That 'tis the great 
Happinefi of a Nation to be under the Govern- 
ment of Princes thus pioufly difpos^d. For the- 
naniral Conlequence of it is, a Wife and Juft 
Government, (uch as fecures Mens Rights, 
and proteds their Innocency : The moral 
Conlcquence is, the Reformation of the 
>Vorld, the Superinduaion of fuch Principles 

Q and 
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and Pradlces, as rttidtv Vice odioUs, and Vir- 
tue fafhionabfe ; aitd thfe Cohftqilfehce iii Di- 
vinity is, a juft ExpefldtibhDftlkBleffingiof 
Heaven ; which oft-times ire loflg iiidi})gM to 
a rlnful Nation for the fike oftht VbtUtsthit 
Iiiine in the Prince. 

*^ Shall 1 exeniplify this in the Inilance oF 
Mofes^ whoftoMinthe Gap, and rtort tfeait 
once turnM away the Wrath of Heaveh fronl a 
ftubbbrn Peo^^le, that had nothing to ftreen 
tlienifelvcs from DeftruftioD, b\lt the Mtrcys 
ot God, and I'he Piety oF their Govemotir ? 
Shall t Gekfor other Inftattois, or not tafther 
cbnFTne niy fclf to that of tllis a\rf^icknte 
Day, whidi illaft'rafes this tfuth id tfWr- 
flowing iMeafures, by a Pi^ty that ftits (!te 
unwilh'd Advantage dfhtiiig a Ogfct ffiS- 
.hing almoft in dark Pllrces, cottfojciJbu^ 
bright above what is found on dther 'rhrorttfs; 
and eminently fo^ above thoie, #!io ate 
felefl: by ib Influence, rhore th4n >)inort by its 
Example. 

. And to what elfe can we attribute the )obg 
traiff of Profperkies that haVe attended tliis 
happy A^eignr Or what have 'we effe to de- 
^ndon for their Continuance/but the Sttien^' 
and Salvatioirof the Lord, and that his Anoin^ 
ted Yejcycis^ and is glad in the)n^ and expit As 
(hat foy in all the Instances of Hoty Det^tieMk^ 
ia an ardent 2eal for the Glory of Godi, f ft a 
bountifdl f^rovlfidn for his Mim'fters aodlS>ei> 

vaacs^ 
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vanis> aqd a pipus Oir^ tp render theicv 
l^uty and juft Authority i^^la^ pr^^ica-, 
bl^ and inoiFenfif^e, thftrougkly f'uued 
tQ (the Holy Purpofes of wmnieg Souls ta 

God. 

"Whwisfare we may wtth Certainty con- 

cXude, th«t if in any C^f^ tliie Lprci leftrajn hi$ 

Mercies to this JNJaiion, if tlie i|urdcn of j^ 

long, and exp^nfive War lie heavy upon it, 

and th9 Hope of its fpeedy and \vippy Kn4 

liav0 Aot ye): been anfwcr'd, the C^M^e of al) 

this has an Oiig^inal entirely diiliqd iVpip tiv^ 

Throne ; ^nd ipay, al?(5i ! b§ top pafily ac- 

coumed for from chc enormous Icnpieties tljac 

abound among us ; ojf which a black aiM 

aifraal Scwie might be laid opep, if i|hf y 

were not mors fit to be the ^bj§^ ot o«r 

firivate aad psoitential Msdi^PMQnst <h^» (9 

be mix'd wifh thie Ui(^'w4 ^tfml^i^ q^ 

this Day ; which it would k^ wfljuft §nd 

tiigbly uqgraceful to fully and phfcuie witjlji 

any thing oa>iaou$, or to fppgd it iu a^y 

iU6e£kiaps but thoie of Thankfuloefs to Qod^ 

<»f Veoerfttiw for H^r Msjsfty, j»#rf fif deywi 

Prayers Sx a loag %rAes oJf fii^ joyftf 1 B.e^^rqft 

of i^ 
And tbfitfiSive to tijue eod that W4S» w.bp It^ 

^ ^le Orator's Ui^ffiSmi ii) .4^/ 34* ^(Jf 
with jufter AppIiPtton^ hav«B tli$ fUm^^ 
to paitKipate >n /l^yr pt4fis^ worthy Pfftt fk4f .^€ 
doM unto tius Piitm h hfr fftrvititim }ff)mf{ 
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God hath (et over *it, may not be akoge- 
ther wanting to our Duty and our (elves, I 
take leave to pfTer to Confideration, virbstt 
ear Returns ought to be for thefe great 
^ercies. 

And certainly with thankful Hearts we 
ought to adore the infinite Goodnefs of God, 
in whofe Hand are the Hearts of Kings, aod 
who has turn'd that of our gracious Sovereigo, 
fo as to have our common Good as the Ob« 
je£l of all Her Defires and De(igns* We fee 
this daily in a tender Regard Tor our Civil 
. Rights and Liberties, and the Preiervatioa 
of our happy Conftitution in all its Parts* 
We fee it in that Care that is employ'd to 
iecure to us and our Foflerity, in a Prote- 
ftant Succeflion, that Holy Religion, in the 
Communion whereof^ and the fincere Pra&ice 
. o^ its pure and uncorrupted Rules, we are 
fure of being enabled, by the Divine Graces to 
attain everlafting Felicity in Heaven. We fee 
it in the Extenfivenefs of that Care, and the 
pious Endeavours that are us'd to propagate 
the true Knowledge of God among thoie Nati- 
ons, that have hitherto laid in Darknel^ and in 
the Shadow of Death, and are now in a good 
Way to have the Sun of Righteoufnejs srifs mfon 
them with healwg in his Wings. We fee a great 
and fignal EfFcd: of it, in the viflble Growth. 
of Efteem and Refped for the Church oiEm- 
glMd among foreign Proteftaots ; and the Fo& 

ward? 
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wardaej^ they exprefs tJ come nearer and 
nearer to it, that they may participate ia 
th9 Benefits of (b Primitive a Conftitution : * 
Wonder not at thole among us, that are not 
polTefs'd with fuch juft and favourable Senti- 
ments, but rather pity the inveterate Preju- 
dices that hinder them from difcepning thefe 
Beduties €f Bolimfs ; and till God be gracioul^ 
ly pleasM to open their Ey^, which we 
^ ought daily and devoutly to pray for^ let it 
be fbme Confolation to us, that our Churchy 
like the Prophets* U not t»kboiu Hommr, five 
in. its awn Country. 

If we but call to mind our great Anxieties 
on many, both former and later Occafions of 
Danger both to Church and State, and to ule 
St. P^/^/'s Words, remember n'j&i^ 
Cdrefulnefs it wrought in us^ yes^ °^' ^' ' '* 
what cUmng of our felves^ whdt ImUgmUion^ 
tphat Feafy whit vehement Defire^ what Zs^^ 
n>hat Revenge ; we may thence take an Efti- 
mate how valuable our former Deliverances 
have been, and how valuable the Care of 
our preient and future Safety ought to be to 
us. 

Or if we look abroad upon thoie Scenes 
of Horror that at this Day overfpread (b 
great a Fart of Chriftendom ; what can we 
oblcrve in many Countreys, but the full Vi* 
ills of Divine Wrath poured out upon them ; 
in (bme the Ruins of War, or the Rage of 

Pcfti- 
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Peftileooe ; ia others Eelt^gii oxpoft'd. Pro* 
peity invade, Life and Cberty precarious i 
elft where ^ chat ooaceras either Soul or fio< 
idy, as far as ^earthly Power can reach, fiibje.- 
£ttd to the uaguided Will of oae, or the tu- 
multuoua Aoarcby of maay. 

That therefore it is not (b wicli us, and 
that it never may he Ci, let us think it our 
Duty to render unto ^od, as w^ell the Sacri* 
fices of Praiie and Thaok^iviflgs, of Joy aod 
^iadnels for his paft aQ4 pfefe&t Bie0iogs i «$ 
aifi> the Oblations of a Hoiy Obedience, as 
the beft Means to fecure his future PaFOura; 
This in God's gracioiifi lotendinent is the 
End for which we have faithj^rto been* and 
dill are delivered, and the only Foui^ctofl 
upon which we can hope that hs wiU conti- 
nue to deliver us from our Enemiis^ 4»d ftmt 
4he Hutdt of »A ihta hate us. 

* And this is what we owe not only to God» 
but to our Prince: I c is but jull that Her Ma* 
fefty*s Example ihould engage our Imitattr 
on ; that the Piety which mields, (hottld al- 
Co -animate us ; that Her tender and difioteoe* 
fted Concern for her People, Oiould revive la 
chem the nobJe and geoer(Mis SenciipeiKs of 
fiublick Spirits, and render the Hbogur of 
being true Patriot^^ and of doiog good -to 
iheir Couotrey, preflerable to die (braid De- 
(ires of enriching them(el ves by die Spoils of 
the Publick; Defires, that may he indtfaDt to 

bafe 
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6afe MxaAh buc can never coolUt efcbei'i vt\xk 
true Honour or tiue ReligioOk 

But moft cQ^edalljr chois that are higfieft 
in Tnifty and of neareft Apftroach ta thif 
rVixtmi ooght CO be w«rm'4 as^ well as eo- 
li^ctiedy won as well a« oonvioc'd; that .by 
tlnir Cofeformitf to chb Pact«rii chat is dair 
if buSoK xUcta, they may diffiife die Ble^ 
€ing to iudi as afe at a greater Diftanoe:; 
which is the moft v&M Sitvke, the beft lk»- 
turn of Ehity and Gratitude that can be mad^ 
being a fure Means to gain the Prince, both 
the A%£kions of the People, and the Favour 

of God. 

On the other, fide, it is SoiomMS Oblerva- 
tion, and I may therefore prefume to make 
it mine, and heartily prefi the Confideration 
of it, that the Vices of Courts are the Bane 
of Government, and in a manner the only 
Danger a gdbd Prince medi to appieU i jiiJ . 
For he fays, Take MVitf the Wicked ^^^ ^^ ^ 
from before the Kf^t Md his Throne 
food he eftabl^^dy as if nothing elle could (bake 
ic . . . T 

ToGOnciiMtev ^ ^ uspK«Bad, «ad IhofJe 
htfvc ttdy at ifeaft k loyal and dutifiil Zeat 
forf^r Mafeft^^ tfdnour aild Service ;«nd 
therefoi'e « We tiave a |Aaitt and certRifl <ivay, 
to render that Zeal effe^ual to all the good 
Purpofts that can be in our View and Willi- 
es, what remains but that every one of us in 

cue 
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our (everal Stations^ thoie moft who are in 
the Highefty faithfully endeavour to qualifie 
our lelves for the Diicharge of this moft juft 
ind reafbnable Duty to Her Ma^efty, by a 
eonftant Obftrvanoe of our Duty to Gody 
which never is in vain» nor can fail of beiog 
rewarded with plentiful Returns of Merdes 
and BleifingSi of Strength and Salvation, of 
Joy and Gladnefs here, and eternal Felicity ifi 
tlfe Kingdom of Heaven ? 



FINIS. 
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